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By DAVID BROOKS (NYT) Op-Ed words 
Excerpt from: Late Edition - Final, Section A, Page 15, Column 6 
“The sad thing is that while the candidates have been talking about broad values and modest policies, there are exciting new ideas floating around. For example, people in the health care industry are talking about an essay Michael Porter and Elizabeth Olmsted Teisberg wrote in the June Harvard Business Review. 

 

Porter and Teisberg argue that the current health care system encourages competition at the wrong level -- among health plans, networks and hospital groups -- which just leads to zero-sum cost shifting. It should occur at the level of individual treatment, which would encourage not shifting costs, but improving value. 

 

The argument takes awhile to unfold, but here are two people taking a fresh look at a seemingly intractable problem. Similarly, the Senate majority leader, Bill Frist, recently gave a speech at the National Press Club outlining an ambitious health care reform plan. 

  

Frist, Porter and Teisberg remind us that it's possible to envision bold departures from the status quo, a spirit missing so far on the campaign trail.”

