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The Official Xbox Magazine:The Joy of Xbox

Here at the Official Xbox Magazine, we take our jobs seriously. For our latest issue we simply had to be the first people in the world to play a finished Halo, a complete Dead or Alive 3, and 11 other Xbox games (SHAMELESS PLUG: To see what we thought, you'll have to pick up our Premiere Issue – which is at newsstands right now! Sorry.). This was no easy task… we were required to sit down and play Xbox games for hours and hours. I'm sure we have your sympathy. It's okay, really. We do it all for the love of our readers. As a special bonus to Xbox.com readers, we took notes and have outlined 10 quintessential Xbox experiences to remember – and share. Consider this a "things to do before you die" list – only without that depressing having-to-die part at the end. 

Ten Things You Just Have to Do:


10. OPTIMIZE YOUR EXPERIENCE: 
Before you put a single Xbox game in your Xbox, go into the Xdash and configure your set-up for the ultimate Xbox experience. Dolby 5.1 and HDTV are fully supported in just about every game, and they make the games even better. Even if you don't have the fancy home-theater set-up, it's still kinda fun to play with the Xdash and dream. 

9. MAKE A SOUNDTRACK:
While you're in the Xdash, grab your favorite collection of CDs and rip 'em to the hard-drive (we've put 15 full-length CDs on our Xbox and there is still plenty of room). I know you want to play an Xbox game, but after waiting months, what's a few more minutes? 

8. CAR STEREO: 
Now that you've got your own tunes, plop Project Gotham Racing into your shiny new black box, create your own soundtrack (mixing and matching from your collection and the game's own songs), turn down the sound effects, turn up the stereo, and drive. And as a bonus, nobody in Project Gotham cuts your soft-top and steals your stereo. 

7. HALO, FROM START TO FINISH: 
Now that you've had a bit of fun with the Xbox audio, it's time for the main course. Halo, the meat and potatoes of Xbox. Turn off the lights, turn up the sound, hold all calls, and prepare yourself for the single best game experience of the year – on any system. 

6. DEAD OR ALIVE 3: 
Believe us when we say you've never seen a fighting game this smooth and this good. Go to the DOATEC HK level and knock a friend (or enemy) out of the glass and watch as their limp body smashes through the neon signs of Hong Kong. Beautiful and oh-so-rewarding. 

5. THE GRASS IS GREENER AND MORE VOLUMETRIC: 
Want to know what all Xbox grass is going to look like in the future? Go to the California School 2 level in Tony Hawk 2x and check out the individually rendered blades of grass. Just not possible on any other system. Now you may laugh maniacally if you wish. 

4. SNOW BOWL: 
Want to amaze friends and non-gamers with the awesome power of Xbox? Start a game in NFL Fever 2002 and turn on the snow. Now watch as a player's breath comes out of his mouth, the uniforms get wet, and the players actually make footprints in the snow (that fade as fresh powder falls). Stunning. 

3. LAN-TASTIC: 
Split-screen gaming is all good and well, but the Xbox is the only console you can hook up on a LAN (Local Area Network). Either use an existing LAN (at the office, school, or home) or buy a bunch of system link cables and have a Halo multiplayer party (you'll need friends, extra copies of games, and plenty of TVs). Until you've played Halo over a LAN, you haven't really played Halo at all. 

2. BUY A DVD KIT 
Watch Episode I … then admit that you're a sucker and shouldn't be allowed to go to the store on your own. 

1. OFFICIAL XBOX MAGAZINE: 
Now that your Xbox is DVD-capable and you're tired of watching Jar-Jar, just pop in that Official Xbox Magazine DVD and watch more than 60 minutes of stunning video on the games you'll be playing on your favorite new toy in the not-so-distant future. Now sit back, relax, and feel good about your purchase.
