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Indian History I: Prehistoric Times though Chola Dynasty

British engineers in the mid-1800's, busy constructing a railway line between Karachi and Punjab, found ancient, kiln-baked bricks along the path of the track. Archaeologists later determined that the bricks were over 5000 years old. Soon afterward, two important cities were discovered: Harappa on the Ravi river, and Mohenjodaro on the Indus. The civilization that laid the bricks, one of the world's oldest, was known as the Indus.  Dating back to 3000 BC, they built complex, mathematically-planned cities. Some of these towns were almost three miles in diameter and contained as many as 30,000 residents. These ancient municipalities had granaries, citadels, and even household toilets. In Mohenjodaro, a mile-long canal connected the city to the sea, and trading ships sailed as far as Mesopotamia. At its height, the Indus civilization extended over half a million square miles across the Indus river valley. 

The first group to invade India were the Aryans, who came out of the north in about 1500 BC. The Aryans brought with them strong cultural traditions that, miraculously, still remain in force today. They spoke and wrote in a language called Sanskrit, which was later used in the first documentation of the Vedas. Though warriors and conquerors, the Aryans lived alongside Indus, introducing them to the caste system and establishing the basis of the Indian religions. The Aryans inhabited the northern regions for about 700 years, then moved further south and east when they developed iron tools and weapons. They eventually settled the Ganges valley and built large kingdoms throughout much of northern India. 

The second great invasion into India occurred around 500 BC, when the Persian kings Cyrus and Darius, conquered the ever-prized Indus Valley. Compared to the Aryans, the Persian influence was marginal, perhaps because they were only able to occupy the region for a relatively brief period of about 150 years. The Persians were in turn conquered by the Greeks under Alexander the Great, who swept through the country as far as the Beas River, where he defeated king Porus and an army of 200 elephants in 326 BC. 

While the Persians and Greeks subdued the Indus Valley and the northwest, Aryan-based kingdoms continued developing in the East. In the 5th century BC, Siddhartha Gautama founded the religion of Buddhism, a profoundly influential work of human thought still espoused by much of the world. As the overextended Hellenistic sphere declined, a king known as Chandragupta swept back through the country from Magadha (Bihar) and conquered his way well into Afghanistan. This was the beginning of one India's greatest dynasties, the Maurya. Under the great king Ashoka (268-31 BC), the Mauryan empire conquered nearly the entire subcontinent, extending itself as far south as Mysore. When Ashoka conquered Orissa, however, his army shed so much blood that the repentant king gave up warfare forever and converted to Buddhism. Asoka brought Buddhism to much of central Asia. 

After Maurya collapsed only 100 years after Asoka’s death, the regions it had conquered fragmented into a mosaic of kingdoms and smaller dynasties. The Greeks returned briefly in 150 BC and conquered the Punjab, and by this time Buddhism was becoming so influential that the Greek king Menander forsook the Hellenistic pantheon and became a Buddhist himself. The local kingdoms enjoyed relative autonomy for the next few hundred years.

In AD 319, Chandragupta II founded the Imperial Guptas dynasty, which conquered and consolidated the entire north and extended as far south as the Vindya mountains. When the Guptas diminished, a golden age of six thriving and separate kingdoms ensued, and at this time some of the most incredible temples in India were constructed in Bhubaneshwar, Konarak, and Khahurajo. It was time of relative stability, and cultural developments progressed on all fronts for hundreds of years, until the dawn of the Muslim era. 

South India was divided into three kingdoms namely the Cholas, the Chera and the Pandyas. The Cholas occupied present Tanjore and Trincnopoly districts with some adjoining areas. The Chola dynasty rose to prominence when in 850 their ruler Vijayalaya defeated the Pallavas and snatched Tanjore from them. Then Tanjore became the capital of the Chola kingdom. In the ninth century Aditya Chola and Parantaka I were the successors of Vijayalaya.

India History II:  Islam through the Mughals 

THE COMING OF ISLAM (1206—1555) 
Constant internal warfare between the different kingdoms, in the north as well as the south, had left them vulnerable to outside attack. From the 11th century, a volatile political situation in Central Asia, coupled with tales of India’s fabulous wealth, fuelled a new wave of invasions by Muslim Turkic rulers from the northwest. Many of them stayed on in India to found dynasties, and with them came soldiers, scholars and merchants, artists and Sufi preachers, who brought new ideas in art, architecture, theology and warfare from the Islamic world. These were to have a lasting impact on religion, art, culture and history in the Indian subcontinent. 


The first major invader was Mahmud of Ghazni who raided India repeatedly between 998—1030, and took back vast wealth from its temples. He was followed by Muhammad of Ghur, who conquered Punjab and Delhi, and established his control over areas earlier dominated by Rajputs, after defeating Prithviraj Chauhan in 1192. He was succeeded by his slave, Qutbuddin Aibak (1206—1210), who founded the first of many Muslim dynasties, collectively known as the Delhi Sultanate.  Qutbudidin built the towering Qutb Minar in Delhi. His successors included Iltutmish and Balban. Next came the Khiljis (1290—1320), whose ruler Alauddin condlueredl Gujarat, Rajasthan and Bengal, and made the kings of the Deccan and South India his tributaries. After the Khiljis came the Tughluqs (1320—1414), whose second ruler, Muhammad bin Tughluq, completed the conquest of the Deccan and South India, and annexed them. But he was unable to maintain control over these distant areas, which soon began to reassert their independence. This process was accelerated by the devastating invasion of northern India by Timur of Samarkand in 1398, which further weakened the power of the Delhi Sultans. The last two Sultanate dynasties, the Sayyids (1413—1451) and the Lodis (1451—1526), were riven with infighting among their nobles, and had only a tenuous hold over their territories. 


INDEPENDENT KINGDOMS 
During the early years of the Delhi Sultans, a number of independent kingdoms, such as the Solankis in Gujarat, the Eastern Gangas in Orissa, and the Kakatiyas, Pandyas and Hoysalas of the Deccan and South India had been absorbed into the Sultanate.  However, as the Tughlugs began to decline, many new independent states emerged.  In 1336, the Hindu Vijayanagar Empire in southern India established its independence, while in 1347 the Muslim kingdom of the Bahmani sultans was founded in the Deccan, by a Tughluq noble. By the early 16th century, the Bahmani kingdom had broken up into the five smaller Muslim kingdoms of Bijapur, Ahmadnagar, Golconda, Berar and Bidar. In 1565, the combined forces of three of these kingdoms defeated the Vijayanagar forces, after which this powerful Hindu empire declined. Meanwhile, as the Delhi Sultanate declined, its nobles and governors rebelled and founded their own kingdoms in Bengal (1388), Gujarat (1407), Mandu (1401) and Jaunpur (1408). In northeast India, the Ahoms who had migrated from Myanmar in 1228, established a kingdom in Assam. In Rajasthan too, several Rajput kingdoms, such as Mewar  and Marwar reasserted their independence. 


NEW CULTURAL INFLUENCES 
Despite the turbulence throughout India between the 13th and 15th centuries, several new methods and technologies in agriculture, irrigation, administration, arts and crafts were introduced, many of them by the Muslim rulers, Trade flourished with Iran, the Arab countries, Southeast Asia, China and Europe, and a 14th- century historian records that Delhi was the largest city in the eastern Islamic world. The mosques, tombs and forts built by the Delhi Sultans ushered in new trends in architecture; and distinct regional styles, fusing Islamic and Hindu elements, developed at places such as Ahmedabad, Mandu, and the Muslim kingdoms of the Deccan. 
In religion, mystical Sufi sects of Islam and saint-poets of the bhakti movement, such as Meerabai and Kabir, popularized the practice of religion as devotion to god, rejecting caste hierarchies, Guru Nanak (1494—1530) founded the Sikh religion  taking elements from the bhakti movement and Islam. 


THE COMING OF THE MUGHALS 
In 1526 Babur, a Central Asian prince descended from Timur, and a brilliant military campaigner, marched into India, overthrew the Lodis at the historic battle of Panipat, and laid the foundations of the Mughal Empire. Mughal rule was briefly interrupted when Babur’s son Humayun was overthrown in 1540 by an Afghan chieftain, Sher Shah Sur. But Humayun regained his throne in 1555, and it was left to his son Akbar to consolidate and expand the Mughal Empire. The next two emperors, Jahangir and Shah Jahan, left a legacy of magnificent art and architecture. Aurangzeb, the last great Mughal, expanded the empire by adding new territories in the south. 

THE DECLINE OF THE MUGHALS 
The death of Emperor Aurangzeb, the last great Mughal, In 1707, heralded the decline of the Mughal Empire.  He left a ruined economy and weak successors, and independent states now began to be established by the  Rajputs in Rajasthan, the nawabs of Avadh and Bengal, the nizams of Hyderabad, and the Wodeyars of Mysore. Two new powers were the Marathas in the Deccan and the Sikhs in the north, The Marathas under their leader Shivaji  expanded their territories after 1647. The Sikhs, originally a religious group, began to acquire territory in the hill states of the north, Jammu and Punjab. Under Ranjit Singh they became a powerful state in the early 19th century. 

India History III:  British Through Independence

Overview:

The British presence in India began in Elizabeth's times with a few trading centers at Madras, Bombay, and Calcutta. In the eighteenth century, the French decided to challenge the pre-eminence of the British East India Company, and incited some of the states of the Mogul Empire to attack the British. Robert Clive decisively defeated the French at the Siege of Arcot (1751), for control of the Ganges delta. The French continued to contest Britsh control, however, creating problems for Warren Hastings, the Governor General of the East India Company's holdings between 1772 and 1785. He was impeached (unjustly, it now seems) for high crimes and misdemeanors in 1794 but was acquitted. Lord Cornwallis, fresh from Yorktown, Virginia, and Lord Wellesley (the Duke of Duke of Wellington's elder brother) consolidated British power and brought a measure of peace to the warring Indian states during their Governor-Generalships (1786-93 and 1794-1805, respectively). 

During the eighteenth century and the first half of the nineteenth, India was the place where many of the second sons of titled families (who would not inherit the family estate, and consequently had to choose between the Church and the Army) went as Army officers to make their fortunes. The British were more or less welcome (indeed, there were a number of highly connected Anglo-Indian families) until the Mutiny of 1857-58. Its immediate cause was the cartridge for the new Enfield rifle, which had to be bitten before it was loaded: Rumors spread that the cartridge was greased with cow-fat and pig-lard; and since the cow is sacred to the Hindus and the pig considered unclean by the Moslems, both religious groups were offended. After soldiers at Meerut mutinied and killed their officers in May 1857, British troops aided by Sikhs and Gurkas took a year to put down the rebellion. 

The deeper causes of the Mutiny were resentment over the Westernization of India and fear that native customs, religions, and social structures would be lost. The India Act (1858), which abolished the East India Company and transferred its powers to the Crown, represented by the Viceroy, did nothing to alleviate those fears. Since 1853, India had been run by the Indian Civil Service, and the British only gradually allowed Indians to participate in the structure of government. In 1947, after a prolonged campaign of civil disobedience led by Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi (the Mahatma, or great soul), England gave independence to the colony, which was divided into India, an officially secular state with a largely Hindu population, and Pakistan, an officially Muslim state.

The English East India Company

ENGLISH EAST INDIA COMPANY, formally (1600-1708) Governor And Company Of Merchants Of London Trading Into The East Indies, or (1708-1873) United Company Of Merchants Of England Trading To The East Indies, English company formed for the exploitation of trade with East and Southeast Asia and India, incorporated by royal charter on Dec. 31, 1600. Starting as a monopolistic trading body, the company became involved in politics and acted as an agent of British imperialism in India from the early 18th century to the mid-19th century. In addition, the activities of the company in China in the 19th century served as a catalyst for the expansion of British influence there. 

The company was formed to share in the East Indian spice trade. This trade had been a monopoly of Spain and Portugal until the defeat of the Spanish Armada (1588) by England gave the English the chance to break the monopoly. Until 1612 the company conducted separate voyages, separately subscribed. There were temporary joint stocks until 1657, when a permanent joint stock was raised. 

The company met with opposition from the Dutch in the Dutch East Indies (now Indonesia) and the Portuguese. The Dutch virtually excluded company members from the East Indies after the Amboina Massacre in 1623 (an incident in which English, Japanese, and Portuguese traders were executed by Dutch authorities), but the company's defeat of the Portuguese in India (1612) won them trading concessions from the Mughal Empire. The company settled down to a trade in cotton and silk piece goods, indigo, and saltpetre, with spices from South India. It extended its activities to the Persian Gulf, Southeast Asia, and East Asia. 

After the mid-18th century the cotton-goods trade declined, while tea became an important import from China. Beginning in the early 19th century, the company financed the tea trade with illegal opium exports to China. Chinese opposition to this trade precipitated the first Opium War (1839-42), which resulted in a Chinese defeat and the expansion of British trading privileges; a second conflict, often called the "Arrow" War (1856-60), brought increased trading rights for Europeans. 

The original company faced opposition to its monopoly, which led to the establishment of a rival company and the fusion (1708) of the two as the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. The United Company was organized into a court of 24 directors who worked through committees. They were elected annually by the Court of Proprietors, or shareholders. When the company acquired control of Bengal in 1757, Indian policy was until 1773 influenced by shareholders' meetings, where votes could be bought by the purchase of shares. This led to government intervention. The Regulating Act (1773) and Pitt's India Act (1784) established government control of political policy through a regulatory board responsible to Parliament. Thereafter, the company gradually lost both commercial and political control. Its commercial monopoly was broken in 1813, and from 1834 it was merely a managing agency for the British government of India. It was deprived of this after the Indian Mutiny (1857), and it ceased to exist as a legal entity in 1873. 

The 1857 India Mutiny

By the middle of the nineteenth century, the British Empire was the largest and richest empire in the world. This naturally gave rise to the belief that the British themselves were the chosen race chosen to bring the benefits of western civilization to the backward areas of the world. This white supremacy was enforced in Britain's colonies, especially India, and naturally, native opposition was frequent. But most were unsuccessful due to the superior technology and organization of the British army. 

In 1857, the Indian Mutiny broke out and with it, the British colonial administration fought its greatest imperial war. Thanks to the efficiency of British media coverage, the development of the mutiny was followed avidly by the British public. The British saw the India Mutiny as a fight against "barbarians who were rejecting the benefits of civilization" but as the suppression developed, the atrocities committed by both sides became obvious. The British armies swept across northern India in an enraged and cruel rampage of rape, murder and savagery, which shocked Victorian society. 

The Indian Mutiny was even called the 'epic of the Race' by historian Sir Charles Crostwaithe and though in the modern context, this sounds ridiculous but it was nothing more than an illustration of Victorian British confidence and arrogance. 

The Background, 1857

British presence in India stretched all the way from the seventeenth century when the East India Company, EIC, acquired its first territory in Bombay to 1947 when India and Pakistan were granted self rule. Over the years the EIC expanded by both direct (force) and indirect (economic) means eventually, chasing the French out (after the War of Plassey, 1757) and dominating the whole of the Indian sub-continent. 

British rule in India rested on its military might and as long as the British army in India was invincible, British rule was assured. This of course depended on the Indian army, which consisted of Indian troops under British officers. 

British rule inevitable brought western influences into India. The spread of Christianity was to cause great unease among the Indians. Evangelical Christian missionaries had little understanding and respect for India's ancient faiths, and their efforts to convert many natives brought clashes with the local religious establishments. As the missionaries were often British citizens, the Colonial administration often had to intervene to protect them, which naturally gave an impression of official support for Christianity. 

Against this backdrop of uneasiness the mutiny erupted in 1857. But the spark was interestingly not so much of religious clashes, but the grease used in the new Enfield rifle. The cartridge of the Enfield rifle was heavily greased -- with animal fat, to facilitate easier loading into the muzzle. Rumors began to circular among Sepoys that the grease was a mixture of cow (sacred to Hindus) and pig (abhorrent to Moslems) fat. As such, biting such a cartridge would break the caste of the Hindu sepoys and defile the Moslems. Their British officers realized their mistake and changed the grease to beeswax or vegetable oils, but in the atmosphere of distrust, the mutiny seemed inevitable. 

Meerut

Meerut witnessed the first serious outbreak of the Indian Mutiny when angry sepoys broke open the town jail and released their comrades, who had refused to bite the new cartridges. Accompanied by a mob from the bazaar, the mutineers then poured into the European settlement and slaughtered any Europeans or Indian Christians there. Whole families, men, women, children and servants, were killed on sight. The cantonment was then burned, and the mutineers fled to Delhi and proclaimed Bahadur Shah, the last of the Moguls emperor. 

This, the mutineers had hoped to create a general rising against the British, and they turned to Bahadur Shah to lead them. Forced to cooperate, Bahadur Shah accepted the allegiance of the mutineers and became the titular leader of the Indian Mutiny. Most of the Europeans living in Delhi were murdered along with Indian Christians. 

The massacre at Meerut provoked a strong British respond. In mid-August, British forces, reinforced by Gurkhas from Nepal and the Queen's regiments fresh from the Crimea War began a bloody campaign to re-establish British rule in India. After a siege, Delhi fell to the British. The Emperor's three sons, Mizra Moghul, Mizra Khizr Sultan and Mizra Abu Bakr along with the mutineers were executed. 

The Aftermath

By the first six months of 1858, the British managed to regain their losses in spite of heavy resistance from the rebels. With the relief of Lucknow, the possibility of British defeat became remote. The British saw themselves as dispensors of divine justice, and given the initial atrocities committed by the mutineers, their cruelties were simply repayment in kind. Every mutineer was a "black-faced, blood-crazed savage" which do not deserve mercy from the British troops. Their fellow countrymen derided some British like the Governor Lord Canning, who spoke of restraint as "weak" and "indifferent to the sufferings of British subjects". In fact, Canning became known contemptuously as 'clemency Canning'. 

After the British recovery, few sepoys survived as the British soldiers bayoneted any who survived the battle. Whole villages were hanged for some real or imagined sympathy for the mutineers, and the widespread looting of Indian property, religious or secular, was common and endorsed. Later, convicted mutineers were lashed to the muzzles of cannon and had a roundshot fired through their body. It was a cruel punishment intended to blow the body to pieces, thus depriving the victim of any hope of entering paradise. Indians called this punishment "the devil's wind". 

Apart from the fury of the British, another significant impact for India was the abolishment of the EIC. The British Parliament finally realized that it was inappropriate for a private company like the EIC to exercise such enormous powers and control a land the size of India. In 1858, the East India Company was dissolved, despite a valiant defense of its purported achievements by John Stuart Mill, and the administration of India became the responsibility of the Crown. Direct rule on India was exercised through the India Office, a British department of state and till 1947, India became known as the Raj, the Crown Jewel of Queen Victoria's extensive empire. 

Opposition and Gandhi

Opposition to British rule began in earnest at the turn of the 20th century. The 'Congress' which had been established to give India a degree of self-rule, now began to push for the real thing. In 1915, Gandhi returned from South Africa, where he had practised as a lawyer, and turned his abilities to independence, adopting a policy of passive resistance, or satyagraha.

WWII dealt a deathblow to colonialism and Indian independence became inevitable. Within India, however, the large Muslim minority realised that an independent India would be Hindu-dominated. Communalism grew, with the Muslim League, led by Muhammad Ali Jinnah, speaking for the overwhelming majority of Muslims, and the Congress Party, led by Jawaharlal Nehru, representing the Hindu population. The bid for a separate Muslim nation was the biggest stumbling block to Britain granting independence.

A Land Divided – The Partition

Faced with a political stand-off and rising tension, Viceroy Mountbatten reluctantly decided to divide the country and set a rapid timetable for independence. Unfortunately, the two overwhelmingly Muslim regions were on opposite sides of the country - meaning the new nation of Pakistan would be divided by a hostile India. When the dividing line was announced, the greatest exodus in human history took place as Muslims moved to Pakistan and Hindus and Sikhs relocated to India. Over 10 million people changed sides and even the most conservative estimates calculate that 250,000 people were killed. On 30 January 1948, Gandhi, deeply disheartened by Partition and the subsequent bloodshed, was assassinated by a Hindu fanatic.

Following the trauma of Partition, India's first prime minister Jawaharlal Nehru championed a secular constitution, socialist central planning and a strict policy of nonalignment. India elected to join the Commonwealth, but also increased ties with the USSR - partly because of conflicts with China and partly because of US support for arch-enemy Pakistan, which was particularly hostile to India because of its claim on Muslim-dominated Kashmir. There were clashes with Pakistan in 1965 and 1971.

India's next prime minister of stature was Nehru's daughter Indira Gandhi, who was elected in 1966. She is still held in high esteem, but is remembered by some for meddling with India's democratic foundations by declaring a state of emergency in 1975. Mrs Gandhi was assassinated by her Sikh bodyguards in 1984 as a reprisal for using the Indian Army to flush out armed Sikh radicals from the Golden Temple in Amritsar. The Gandhis' dynastic grip on Indian politics continued when her son, Rajiv was swept into power.

Rajiv brought new and pragmatic policies to the country. Foreign investment and the use of modern technology were encouraged, import restrictions were eased and many new industries were set up. These measures projected India into the 1990s and out of isolationism, but did little to stimulate India's mammoth rural sector. Rajiv was assassinated on an election tour by a supporter of Sri Lanka's Tamil Tigers.

The dangers of communalism in India were clearly displayed in 1992, when a Hindu mob stormed and destroyed a mosque built on the alleged site of Rama's birth in Ayodhya. The Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) were keen to exploit such opportunities, and led several disparate coalitions to power. Despite the dangers of playing communalist politics, the BJP's traditionalist Hindu stance attracted voters concerned about retaining traditional values during the sudden onslaught of modern global influences.

Challenges Ahead – Nukes, Pakistan and Kashmir

In 1998 India tested its first nuclear weapons. Despite international outrage, the nuclear tests were met with widespread jubilation and support for the BJP. But by April 1999 PM Vajpayee had lost his majority and was forced into a vote of confidence, which he lost by one vote. Sonia Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi's widow, was expected to lead the Congress Party to victory, but she was unable to secure a coalition and India was forced to the polls for the third time in as many years. The BJP was returned to government with a slimmer lead.

Tensions with Pakistan flared periodically despite top-level attempts at rapprochement, and natural disasters also took their toll. In January 2001 an earthquake in Gujarat killed about 20,000 people and left more than half a million homeless. In December of that year, gunmen storming the national parliament killed 13 people, while hundreds were killed in Gujarat a year after the earthquake in conflicts between Hindus and Muslims.

The Kashmir situation threatened to escalate from border sabre-rattling to all out war in 2002 with both India and Pakistan testing nuclear-capable warheads in the region and taking the moral high ground over Kashmir. The US and UK urged their citizens to leave India and Pakistan as diplomatic efforts to resolve the crisis stuttered in the background. Fortunately, by late 2003 both countries had declared ceasefires and resumed direct air links and the Indian government had historic talks with Kashmir separatists.

In 2004, with fresh elections called, the BJP were expected to win re-election. The Congress party was again led by Sonia Gandhi and gained surprising support through an exhausting grassroots campaign. So successful was she that the dominant BJP were ousted for the first time in almost 10 years. Perhaps concerned for her wellbeing, Sonia Gandhi declined the Prime Ministerial role, sending shockwaves through her party. Instead she nominated India's first Sikh leader, an anti-corruption stalwart and economic reformist, Manmohan Singh, to lead the parliament.

Women in Government and Society

Overview

The position of women in India is a complex one. 

It juxtaposes Hindu reverence for women with legal discrimination against women in land and property rights.
 It is lead by Sonia Gandhi, President of the Congress Party, but there are an implied “20-25 million ‘missing’ women in India.” It is a place where women run businesses, but has one of the lowest female literacy rates in Asia.

In comparison to Western beliefs on equality and democracy, the societal, educational, sexual and health gaps are huge. But, you can not ignore the progress that has been made in the last century. At the beginning of the last century, “the average life span of an Indian woman was only 27…child marriage was very common, only 2% of the women had any kind of education and women did not have an identity of their own.”

The adoption of the Indian Constitution in 1950 emphasized equality of women to the point where a United Nations study stated that the “the Constitution does not merely pay lip-service to an abstract notion of equality. It reflects a substantive understanding of the practical dimensions of freedom and equality for women.”

Today, the average life expectancy of an Indian woman is a little over 63 years and although still behind male literacy rates, 50% of Indian women are literate. 

The Gender Gap

Despite this progress, the gap between Indian women and men cuts much deeper than a glass ceiling and wage differentials. The average Indian woman bears her first child before she is 22 years old and has little control over her own fertility and reproductive health.  “India’s maternal mortality rates in rural areas are among the highest in the world.”

As noted above, there is an oft-quoted statistic that there are between 20-25 million “missing” women in India. International organizations state “the proportion of women and men in the population can tell us a lot about the level of gender equality in a country. In societies where women and men are treated equally, women outlive men…typically, one can expect to find 103-105 women for every hundred men in the population.” The opposite is true in India. Some look to the discrepancies in poverty as an answer, but according to the UN study: 

Given the enormous progress India has made in health care and nutrition for its women and children, one would expect a steady increase in the number of women in the population. It is shocking that the reverse has happened. The female to male ratio has become worse, not better, in the last 70 years.

Most of the literature points to the fact that this is due to the “second-class status” of Indian women. Part of this is due to a “son preference” that can lead to anything from “fetal female infanticide to neglect of the girl child over her brother in terms of such essential needs as nutrition, basic health care and education.”
 Similarly, “in recent years, there has been an alarming rise in atrocities against women in India”
 with a reported average of five women a day burned in dowry-related disputes.

While certainly a modern society, it is clear that there are gaps in the basic conditions of the average Indian woman that can not be overlooked.

Politics and Government

Despite these everyday inequalities, India has a rich history of female rulers.  There are a number of popular women such as Sonia Gandhi, Jayalalitha, Mayawati and Mamta Banerjee that exercise serious clout in the Indian and international political scene.  This is explained by some as an interesting look into the male Indian psyche. 

While Indian men have made it fairly difficult for ordinary women to feel comfortable as equal participants in the political domain, they tend to succumb easily to the demands of women who have the shrewdness and determination to grasp some dynastic or other leverage that provides them with the crucial opportunity to demonstrate that they are stronger and more resilient than the entire range of men in our politics, that they are courageous, fearless and hard to browbeat. In many other parts of the world, women who fortuitously find themselves in positions of power and who possess or demonstrate extraordinary strength tend nevertheless to be ridiculed and treated like aberrations. In India, the response is the opposite. Such women find greater acceptance than ordinary women who are looking for mere equality.

It is also interesting that the most successful women in Indian politics have all been single at the time of their power, whether widowed or never married. It is pointed out time and time again in a broad spectrum of literature and seems to further expand the dual roles women can have – married and subordinate or single and power hungry.

Despite the presence of women in positions of power, some argue that “none of these women have attempted to bring women’s concerns into mainstream politics. Nor have they tried mobilizing women into a political force, which can then pressure our political system to be more sensitive to women’s agenda.”
 The UN and Margaret Alva, former member of India’s Congress Party and head of the Parliamentary Committee on the Empowerment of Women, note that the majority of women are underrepresented in the political system. (See Appendix 1 for Margaret Alva’s comments.) 

At present, less than 8% of Parliamentary seats, less than 6% of Cabinet positions, less than 4% of seats in the High Courts and the Supreme Court, are occupied by women. Less than 3% of administrators and managers are women.

Women in Business

“There is still much poverty, unemployment, illiteracy, and discrimination when it comes to women, but there is a certain segment of (Indian women) that is making a mark in the corporate world, in the media, in literature and…in the IT sector.”

Approximately one-third of Indian programmers are women, NASSCOM puts the figure at 38%, which is higher than their western counterparts. Similarly, there has been a definite rise in the number of women entrepreneurs due to the growth of the private sector and multi-nationals. There are two Indian women, Vidya Mohan Chhabria, chairperson of the $2 billion Jumbo Group, and Naina Lal Kidwai, vice chairperson and managing director of HSBC Securities and Capital Markets, featured in the top 50 list of the most powerful women in international business in Fortune.
 

On the other end of the spectrum, a number of international organizations such as the World Bank and International Finance Corporation are demonstrating a philosophical shift paying closer attention to small- and micro-business in the developing world. “There is a recognition that improving the employment outlook for women – and removing gender-based obstacles facing women entrepreneurs in many poor countries – is essential to poverty alleviation.”
 As part of these efforts, organizations like the Self Employed Women’s Association, a trade union, representing 600,000 illiterate craftswomen in Gujarat, India has received funding.

The slowly changing face of the work force has a number of societal implications. For example, as part of some of these economic development programs women are being trained as mechanics. “It is a sign of change that a man seeking help from [one of 45 trained female mechanics in the village] – the job of mechanic is traditionally a male role…in taking on such an important job, the female mechanics have challenged feudal notions of gender roles in village society.”

Similarly, the presence of women in the business outsourcing sector are providing a new generation of women with economic and social independence. As an office worker at age 19, Neha Pandita is making the same in one month as the average annual per capita income of around 450 dollars in India. The shift represents a move in employment opportunities, where at Wipro Spectramind in new Delhi almost half of the staff is female. It is also changing consumption habits and providing women increased freedom and independence:

Raman Roy, chairman and managing director at Wipro Spectramind, said the changes for women workers don't stop with the urge to splurge. "Forty two percent of our work force are females," Roy said in an interview. "This is causing a huge transformation in our society. I was giving a talk to employees and saw one girl smiling the whole time and I asked her why.   

"She said: 'I don't think you would understand.' So I pressed her and she said that she was living with her parents in Rajasthan and every night at dinner it was the same conversation with her parents -- 'When are you going to get married?' 

"Then she got a job here, her parents came and looked around and approved and she said it made her so proud to be independent."

Appendix 1
The following article was written in 2001, but provides a good synopsis of women’s role in government from the point of view of someone in a position of power.

The First Step: Getting in the Door
India: Democracy Starts at the Grassroots, and Trickles Up
Margaret Alva is a member of India’s Congress Party and heads the Parliamentary Committee on the Empowerment of Women. A veteran politician, she has been a primary supporter of establishing quotas for women on the local, state and national levels.

In 1975, I was on a panel at the First World Conference on Women in Mexico City. Bella Abzug, WEDO’s co-founder, chaired the panel, and we were supposed to talk about our leadership roles in our governments. At the time, I had only been in Parliament for one year, and was rather nervous. I said simply that it is difficult in a country where women are very sparsely represented to be able to change much. Although a woman, Indira Gandhi, headed our government, I didn’t see many possibilities for women in politics. At the end, Bella, in her typical direct way said, “You have no business being in Parliament.” That shook me, and I realized I needed to change my entire approach. This was the beginning of my shaking up Parliament!

I have never looked back since then. I come from a country with 500 million women, and mobilizing them for political participation is not easy. And yet, we now have five political parties headed by women. Three of them lead their parties in Parliament. The leader of the opposition in the lower house is Sonia Gandhi, the president of my party.

But despite these signs of progress, despite constitutional guarantees, despite laws being amended and changed, despite the National Commission for Women and the special parliamentary committee on the empowerment of women, there’s still a big gap between what we think we are doing and what is actually happening at the national level. In the lower house, women hold only 38 out of 542 seats. In the upper house we are 15 out of 283. And while we had a woman prime minister, Indira Gandhi, for 16 years, and although we’ve spent 40 years trying the trickle-down effect, it doesn’t really trickle down—people at the top stay at the top.

It was during Rajiv Gandhi’s government in the ‘80s, when I was Minister for Women and Child Development, that we decided it was better to work on progress from the ground up. We sought constitutional reform through a bill reserving 33 percent of the seats for women in local government. Our proposal was approved in the lower house of Parliament, but all the opposition parties united and the bill was defeated in the upper house. We then went to the polls, and Gandhi’s party, the Congress Party, lost. Subsequently, Gandhi was assassinated. We couldn’t bring back the bill until 1992, when the Congress Party was returned to power. The feeling after the assassination was so great that nobody dared oppose what Gandhi had wanted. So our bill was passed not out of love for us, but out of sentiment, and fear that there would be public reaction to opposing our reform.

In India, we have local government bodies at three levels: the district, the block and the village. Thirty-three percent of all posts at these levels are now reserved for women, including both elected seats and such positions as chairperson, mayor, deputy member and so on. This has brought in one million women as local decision makers. Of course, there are skeptics, and there are reports that only daughters, daughters-in-law, mothers and sisters have come in and made the men vacate their seats. They don’t talk about the sons and grandsons who come into government. We are often told, “Oh, they’re uneducated.” As Minister for Women when the amendment was approved, critics said I was being stupid, was being influenced by Western feminism.

But today, the changes brought by this grassroots political movement are something you have to see to believe. In my constituency, though we have the 33 percent reservation, women have won 45 percent of the seats in the most recent election, the second after the constitutional amendment. Women are coming to be accepted. And why? Because over the five years since women have come into government, development priorities have changed. The human side of development is emphasized more strongly. Women are asking for drinking water, health centers and primary schools. They’re not asking for municipality buildings or big roads. They want change, because they know what it is to be denied so many things all these years.

Social changes at the grassroots are much more meaningful than having a few “important” women sitting at the top. The real meaning of democracy is when grassroots women are participating. Of course, the challenge is there to train them to become more effective in dealing with hostile, male-oriented administrations, getting funding and understanding how budgets work, and networking with NGOs and women’s groups. They need a sense of self-esteem, the feeling that “you can do it.”

Change is happening. Mothers-in-law today compete to get their daughters-in-law into the local council, because it has become prestigious. “Well, if her daughter-in-law can be there, why can’t mine?” And these are women who five or 10 years ago wouldn’t let the younger women go anywhere except to bring water from the village.

Today in Parliament a bill is pending that the women’s movement, women MPs, all of us, have been pushing for: It would reserve 33 percent of seats in Parliament and state assemblies for women. The networking among the men against this proposal is unbelievable. The day it was introduced, they pulled out the bill and tore it up. Since then, our male opponents have worked across party lines to make sure that 50 percent of the members are never present when the bill comes up, so it can’t be voted on. All we want is to bring the bill to the floor—let us discuss it, let us vote, and let the electorate know who has voted for and against. That’s what they don’t want, because they know that once they’ve exposed their vote on the electronic machine, they will have problems when they return to their constituencies.

We are fighting hard. I have never before seen the type of unity that exists between the women’s movement, MPs and activists on this issue. Our opponents have now set up women to present alternate bills, to divide and confuse public opinion. Other countries have successfully pushed through this kind of legislation, but we have a long battle ahead of us. [Editor’s note: The bill reserving a third of parliamentary and state assembly seats [image: image3.png]“Social change at
the grassroots is
more important

than having a few
‘important” women
at the top.”




was defeated for a second time in December 2000.]

The Religions of India:  Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, Sikhism

Hinduism


Hinduism is practiced by approximately 82% of the population and has the largest number of adherents of any religion in Asia.  It is also one of the oldest extant religions and has roots extending back beyond 1000 BC.  However, it has no founder, no central authority or hierarchy, and is not a proselytizing religion (its followers do not attempt to convert others to convert to its practice).


Hindus believe in Brahman.  Brahman is eternal, uncreated and infinite; everything that exists emanates from Brahman and will ultimately return to it.  The multitude of gods and goddesses are merely manifestations—knowable aspects of this formless phenomenon—and the devotee may freely pick and choose among them.  Although beliefs and practices vary widely from region to region, there are several unifying factors.


Hindus believe that earthly life is cyclical; you are born again and again (a process known as samsara), the quality of these re-births being dependent upon your karma (conduct or action) in previous lives.  Living a righteous life and fulfilling your dharma (appropriate behavior for one’s station in life) will enhance your chances of being born into a higher caste and better circumstances.  Alternatively, if enough bad karma has accumulated, rebirth may take animal form.  But it’s only as a human that you can gain sufficient self-knowledge to escape the cycle of reincarnation and achieve moksha (liberation).


Essentially there are three stages in life recognized under this ashrama system:  brachmachari (chaste student); grihastha (householder who discharges their duty to their ancestors by having sons and making sacrifices to the gods); and sanyasin (wandering ascetic who has renounced worldly things).  The disinterested discharge of ritual and social obligations is known as karma-marga and is one path to liberation.  Other paths include jnana-marga, or the way of knowledge (the study and practice of yoga and meditation) and bhakti-marga, devotion to a personal god.  The latter path is open to women and Sudras (caste of laborers).


Sadhus are also very common.  A Sadhu is someone who has surrendered all family and social responsibilities and material possessions in order to totally pursue a spiritual search by meditation, devotion, the study of sacred texts, self-mortification, and pilgrimage.


Gods & Goddesses



The scriptures say there are around 330 million deities in the Hindu pantheon.  All are regarded as a manifestation of Brahman.  Brahman is often described as having three main representations, the Trimurti:  Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva.


Brahman



The One; the ultimate reality.  Brahman is formless, eternal and the source of all existence.  Brahman is nirguna (without attributes), as opposed to all the other gods which are manifestations of Brahman and therefore saguna (with attributes).


Brahma


Only during the created of the universe does Brahma play an active role.  The rest of the time he is in meditation and is therefore regarded as an aloof figure, unlike the two other members of the Trimurti, Shiva and Vishnu.  His consort is Sarawati, goddess of learning, and his vehicle is a swan.  He is sometimes shown sitting on a lotus which rises from Vishnu’s navel, symbolizing the interdependence of the gods.  He is generally depicted with four (crowned and bearded) heads, each turned towards the four points of the compass.


Vishnu



The preserver of sustainer, Vishnu is associated with ‘right action’.  He protects and sustains all that is good in the world.  He is usually depicted with four arms, holding a lotus (the petals are symbolic of the unfolding of the universe), a conch shell (as it can be blown like a trumpet it symbolizes the cosmic vibration from which all existence emanates), a discus and a mace (a reward for conquering Indra, the god of battle).  His consort is Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth.  His vehicle is Garuda, a half-bird, half-beast creature, and he dwells in a heaven called Vaikuntha.  The Ganges is said to flow from his feet.


Shiva



He is the destroyer, but without whom creation could not occur.  Shiva’s creative role is phallically symbolized by his representation as the frequently worshipped lingam.  With 1008 names, Shiva takes many forms.  Shiva is also characterized as the lord of yoga, a Himalaya-dwelling ascetic with matted hair and a naked, ash-smeared body; a third eye in his forehead symbolizes wisdom.  Sometimes Shiva has snakes draped around his neck and is shown holding a trident (representative of the Trimurti) as a weapon while riding Nandi, his bull.  Nandi (literally, enjoyment) symbolizes power and potency, justice and moral order.  Shiva’s consort, Parvati, is capable of taking many forms.  Because of his generosity and reverence towards Parvati, women consider Shiva to be an ideal role model for a husband.


Other Gods



The jolly, pot-bellied elephant-headed Ganesh is much loved and worshiped.  He is the god of good fortune and patron of scribes (the broken tusk he holds is the very one he sued to write down later section of the Mahabharata).  His animal mount is a rat-like creature.


Sacred Texts



Hindu sacred texts fall into two categories:  those believed to be the word of god (shruti meaning heard) and those produced by people (smriti meaning remembered).  The Vedas are regarded as shruti knowledge and are considered the authoritative basis for Hinduism.  The oldest of the Vedic texts, the Rig-Veda, was compiled more than 3000 years ago.  Within its 1028 verses are prayers for prosperity and longevity as well as an explanation of the origins of the universe.  The Upanishads, the last parts of the Vedas, reflect on the mystery of death and emphasize the oneness of the universe.  The smirti texts comprise a large collection of literature spanning many centuries including expositions on the proper performance of domestic ceremonies as well as the proper pursuit of government, economics, and religious law.  Among the better-known works contained within this body of literature are the Kamasutra, Ramayana, Mahabharata, and Puranas, which expand on the epics and promote the notion of the Trimurti.  Unlike the Vedas, the Puranas are not limited to initiated males of the higher castes; they therefore have wider popular appeal.


Sacred Places



The number seven has special significance in Hinduism.  There are seven especially sacred cities that are major pilgrimage centers:  Varanasi, Haridwar, Ayodhya, Dwarka, Mathura, Kanchipuram, and Ujjain.  There are also seven sacred rivers:  Ganges, Saraswati, Yamuna, Indus, Marmada, Godvari, and Cauvery.  Of course India also has thousands of other sacred sites that can include groves, caves, mountains and other natural phenomena, or anything associated with the epics.


Temples



There is a saying that if the measurement of the temple is perfect, there will be perfection in the universe.  For Hindus, the square is the perfect shape and complex rules govern the location, design and building of each temple, based on numerology, astrology, astronomy, and religious law.  These are so important that it’s customary for each temple to harbor its own particular set of calculations as though they were religious texts.



Essentially, a temple is a map of the universe.  At the center is an unadorned space, the garbhagriha (inner shrine), which is symbolic of the ‘womb-cave’ from which the universe emerged.  This provides residence for the deity to which the temple is dedicated.  Above the shrine rises a super-structure known as a vimana in South India and a sikhara in North India, which is representative of Mt Meru, the cosmic mountain that supports the heavens.  Cave and mountain are linked by an axis that rises vertically from the shrine’s icon to the finial atop the towering vimana.



Because a temple provides a shelter for a deity it is sacred.  Devotees acknowledge this by performing a parkrama (clockwise circumambulation) of it, a ritual that finds architectural expression in the passageways that track around the main shrine.  Some temples also have a mandapa (fore chamber of a temple) connected to the sacrum by vestibules.  Devotees ring brass bells upon entering the temple to get the deity’s attention.

Sikhism


Sikhism is India’s youngest religion and remains dominant in the Northwest state of Punjab.  It has about 22M followers worldwide and is a fusion between Hinduism and Islam.  The founder Guru Nanak was among the many 16th century poet-philosophers who formed emotional cults and believed that God transcends religions.  Like Hinduism, it stresses unity and truth, but is different in that it stresses active service rather than the Hindu ideal of ascetic withdrawal.  The caste system, image worship, pilgrimage, smoking and alcohol are renounced.  The Adi Granth is the ultimate spiritual authority and contains the hymns and poetry of the last 10 gurus (teachers).  This book can be found in the city of Amritsar in the Golden Temple, the most important house of worship for Sikhs.  


Sikhs are expected to join the Khalsa (Punjabi for “pure”), a religious and military order. Initiates are “baptized” by drinking sweetened water stirred with a sword.  The men take on the name Singh (lion) and women take the name Kaur (princess). Members of the Khalsa are instructed to observe the five k’s: They must wear four symbols of the Sikh faith—soldiers’ shorts (kaccha), an iron bangle (kara), a steel sword (kirpan), a comb (khanga), and they must not cut their hair (kesh).

Jainism


Jainism is practiced primarily in the states of Gujarat, Karnataka and Rajasthan by less than 1% of the population.  However, they have a disproportionate amount of power because they are primarily the merchants and traders of India.  Jainism was founded by Vardhamana Jnatiputra called Jina (Spiritual Conqueror), and is similar to Buddhism.  Like the Buddhists, the Jains deny the divine origin and authority of the Veda and revere certain saints, whom they call tirthankaras. These saints are liberated souls who attained moksha (salvation) by freeing themselves from karma (desire).  In addition, there are two eternal coexisting categories known as jiva (souls) and ajiva (non-living objects).  These saints help Jain followers get rid of the karma that binds to jiva, leading to salvation, by practicing the 3 jewels: faith, knowledge and conduct.  


The Jains admit in practice the institution of caste, perform a group of 16 essential rites, called samskaras, prescribed for the first three varna (castes) of Hindus, and recognize some of the minor deities of the Hindu pantheon.  Like Buddhism, it is essentially atheistic.  The yatis (monastic orders) must observe five great vows (panca-mahavrata): refusal to inflict injury (ahimsa), truthfulness (satya), refusal to steal (asteya), sexual restraint (brahmacarya), and refusal to accept unnecessary gifts (aparigraha). In keeping with the doctrine of nonviolence, they carry the Jainist reverence for animal life to its most extreme lengths.  The yati of the Svetambara sect, for example, wears a cloth over his mouth to prevent insects from flying into it and carries a brush to sweep the place on which he is about to sit, to remove any living creature from danger.

Buddhism


Buddhism was founded in the Northeastern part of India, which is now known as the country of Nepal.  Its founder, Siddhartha Guatama, is the Buddha (the awakened one) who spent years in meditation. The Buddha rejected significant aspects of Hindu philosophy and challenged the authority of the priesthood.  Most importantly, his religion was open to members of all castes.  Buddhism today is divided into two major branches: Theravada, the Way of the Elders, and Mahayana, the Great Vehicle. Theravada is popular in India, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Cambodia.  Mahayana is popular in China, Japan, Taiwan, Tibet, Nepal, Mongolia, Korea, and Vietnam. The number of Buddhists worldwide has been estimated at about 250 million.


The Buddha was an oral teacher whose core philosophies included the 4 Noble Truths: (1) Life is suffering; from the moment of birth to the moment of death. Even death brings no relief, for the Buddha accepted the Hindu idea of life as cyclical, with death leading to further rebirth. (2) All suffering is caused by ignorance of the nature of reality. (3) Suffering can be ended by overcoming ignorance. (4) The path to the suppression of suffering is the Noble Eightfold Path.  This consists of right views, right intention, right speech, right action, right livelihood, right effort, right-mindedness, and right contemplation. 

The Two Great Epic Poems:  Ramayana and Mahabharata
Ramayana, “Story of Rama” (rämä´yene) 

History of the Ramayana
Classic sanskrit epic, probably composed in the 3d century BC.  The original poem was in fact the final version of a story that had been around for several hundred years, and added to by various poets. 

Importance in Hindu worship

This poem has been a perennial source of spiritual, cultural, and artistic inspiration, not only to the people of India but to people all over the world.  It has helped to mold the Hindu character by inspiring millions of people with the deepest of love and devotion.  Bollywood has made countless films based on this epic.  

Synopsis

The Ramayana relates the adventures of Rama (the embodiment of the perfect man and the victory of good over evil), who, together with his 3 half brothers, collectively make up the seventh incarnation of the Hindu god Vishnu.  Rama was deprived by guile of the throne of Ayodhya and forced into a long exile with his wife, Sita, the prototype of noble womanhood.  When Sita was abducted by a demon, Rama allied himself with the king of the monkeys and the monkey general, and fought a mighty battle in Sri Lanka.  Finally, Sita was recovered and Rama was rightfully restored to his kingdom. 

Key Themes

· Dharma (good and righteous conduct in performing your life's roles).  Dharma is a major concept in Hindi culture, the complex idea of a moral order underlying all existence.  Actions that violate dharma bring personal and sometimes cosmic suffering.

· Filial piety.  Laxmana supports Rama by accompanying him on his exile, also protects Sita in Rama’s absence. 

· Loyalty.  Bharata’s refusal to accept title of king in place of Rama.

The Ramayana teaches us to adhere to our duties towards our parents, friends, spouses, etc.  It is only by performing dharma that one attains success and happiness in life as displayed by Rama, who benefits ultimately by practicing dharma in every possible situation.  Views on these themes influence the minds of millions of people.

Mahabharata, “great [story of the] Bharatas” (mehä bär´ete)

History of the Mahabharata
The other classical Sanskrit epic, probably composed b/n 200 BC and AD 200.  At 90,000+ couplets, it has the honor of being the longest epic in world literature.  The work was composed by a number of poets and later revised by priests who interpolated many long passages on theology, morals, and statecraft.  
Importance in Hindu worship

The Mahabharata is regarded as the foremost source concerning classical Indian civilization and Hindu ideals.  Its encyclopedic character and cultural importance are characterized in this statement from the work: "That which is found in these pages may be found elsewhere, but what is not in these pages exists nowhere."

Synopsis

While there are many subplots, details of religious rites, myths, laws, and irrelevant tales, the Mahabharata is primarily the account of a dynastic struggle and great civil war in the kingdom of Kurukshetra, which in the 9th cent BC encompassed the region around modern Delhi.  

(detailed summary)  The throne of Kurukshetra fell to the prince Dhritarashtra, but he was blind and therefore, according to custom, not eligible to rule. Pandu, his younger brother, became king instead, but he renounced the throne and retired as a hermit to the Himalayas; Dhritarashtra then became king. When the five sons of Pandu, the Pandavas, came of age, the eldest, Yuddhisthira, demanded the throne from his uncle, Dhritarashtra. However, the hundred sons of Dhritarashtra, the Kauravas, treacherously plotted against the Pandavas, the rightful heirs. The five brothers were eventually driven from the kingdom by the Kauravas, and in exile as soldiers of fortune they married in common the Princess Draupadi. Dhritarashtra renounced the throne and divided the kingdom between them and his own sons. The Kauravas, not content with the territorial settlement, challenged the Pandavas to a great dice match, at which they won the entire kingdom by devious means. After many years of wandering the Pandavas returned with their friend Krishna to reclaim the kingdom, but the Kauravas refused to abdicate and a great battle ensued. Before the battle began, Krishna preached the exalted Bhagavad-Gita . The forces engaged, and after three weeks of fighting, the Pandavas won. Yuddhisthira, the eldest, ascended the throne. After a long and peaceful reign he and his brothers abdicated and with their wife Draupadi set out for the Himalayas, where they entered the blissful City of the Gods.

Key Themes

· Truth and Righteousness by practicing dharma.  

· Goal in life or perfection can be attained only through pain and suffering (as seen by the characters’ suffering).  Pain is the means through which man is molded, disciplined, strengthened.  It turns the mind towards God and instill mercy in the heart, strengthen the will and develop patience and power of endurance.

· Krishna teaches the warrior that the ultimate battle is not about land and riches and worldly power, but rather about the human spirit.  Shrinking from one's moral duty, refusal to act even when it is most difficult to act, and egotistical attachment to one's actions--these human weaknesses pose the greatest dangers to survival of the individual and the species.

· The philosophy set forth throughout the work emphasizes social duty and ascetic principles.  Its theology is enormously complex.

*    *    *    *    *

The Ramayana and Mahabharata are two of the most important factors that created the “Hindu” culture of India, and still exert tremendous cultural influence throughout India and Southeast Asia, as well as continue to provide inspiration to new generations of Indian writers and artists.  

Characteristic and Classical Architectural Forms of India

Architecture in India is primarily categorized by time period beginning in 2500 BC, and much of the architecture is identified from temples. 

Indus Valley civilization (c. 2500–1800 BC)

The earliest period of architecture noted is from the Indus Valley civilization.  During this period, residential buildings were mainly brick and consisted of an open patio flanked by rooms.  Corbel vaulting (arches supported by brackets projecting from the wall) was known, and, to a limited extent, timber was used together with brick; whatever architectural ornamentation existed must have been of brick or plaster.  The state of Indian architecture in the period between the Indus Valley civilization and the rise of the Maurya Empire (c. 321-185 BC) is largely unknown since most work was done in such perishable material as wood or brick.

The Maurya period (c. 321–185 BC)
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The stupa was the most important architectural structure during the Maurya period.  The stupa, the most typical monument of the Buddhist faith, consists essentially of a domical mound in which sacred relics were enshrined. Its origins are traced to mounds, or tumuli, raised over the buried remains of the dead that were found in India even before the rise of Buddhism.  Stupas appear to have been a regular architectural form in the Maurya period: the mound was sometimes provided with a parasol surrounded by a small square railing on the top, raised on a terrace, and the whole surrounded by a large railing.

The essential feature of the stupa, however, always remained the domical mound, the other elements being optional.  There is much about Maurya architecture to suggest Iranian influence, however substantially transformed in the Indian environment.

Early Indian architecture (2nd century BC–3rd century AD)

Except for stupas, architectural remains from the 2nd century BC (downfall of the Maurya dynasty) to the 4th century AD (rise of the Gupta dynasty) continue to be rare, indicating that most of the work was done in brick and timber.  During this time period the stupas become progressively larger and more elaborate. The railings continue to imitate wooden construction and are often intricately carved.  In the course of time an attempt was made to give height to the stupas by multiplying the terraces that supported the dome and by increasing the number of parasols on top.

Cave temples constitute the most extensive architectural remains of this period.  These usually consisted of a temple and a monastery.  The temple was an apsidal hall with a central nave flanked by aisles.  In the apsidal end was the object to be worshipped, generally a stupa, with the hall meant for congregation.

The large number of representations of buildings found on relief sculpture from sites such as Bharhut, Sanchi, Mathura, and Amaravati are a rich source of information about early Indian architecture.  A striking feature of this early Indian architecture is the consistent and profuse use of arched windows and doors, which are extremely important elements of the architectural decor.

The Gupta period (4th–6th centuries AD)

Dating toward the close of the 4th and the beginning of the 5th century AD is a series of temples that mark the opening phase of an architecture that initiates a new movement, ultimately leading to the great and elaborate temples of the 8th century onward.
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Two main temple types have been distinguished in the Gupta period.  The first consisted of a square, dark sanctum with a small, pillared porch in front, both covered by a flat roof.  This type of temple served the simplest needs of worship, a chamber to house the deity and a roof to shelter the devotee.  The second, which points the way to future developments, consisted of a square sanctum, but instead of a flat roof there is a pyramidal superstructure (sikhara).  The sikhara was decorated primarily with candrasala (ogee arch) ornament derived from the arched windows and doors so frequently found in the centuries immediately before and after Christ.  The Mahabodhi temple, commemorating the spot where Buddha attained enlightenment, is a temple of this period.

Medieval temple architecture

Architectural styles initiated during the 5th and 6th centuries found their fullest expression in the medieval period (particularly from the 9th to the 11th centuries), when great stone temples were built. Two main types can be broadly distinguished, one found generally in northern India, the other in southern India, there is also a third type which shares features of both.

North Indian Style
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The temples of Northern India generally belong to the category called Nagara.  A Nagara type temple is four sided.  The garbhagrha, or sanctum, in the middle of the temple is a perfect square, but the whole temple plan may be oblong.  The sanctum, halls and attendant shrines are raised on a terrace.  The temple complex may be surrounded by a wall with an arched doorway.  The sikhara is the most distinctive part of the North India temple.  The latina type (left picture) is curvilinear in outline and covered with interlaced work.

From the 10th century onward, the sekhari type of spire, an elaboration of the latina type, became increasingly popular (right picture).  It consisted of a central latina spire with one or more rows of half spires added on the sides and the base strung with miniature spires.  The spire as a whole resembled a mountain with a cluster of subsidiary peaks.

Although basically reflecting a homogeneous architectural style, temple architecture in northern India developed a number of distinct regional schools. Among the most important are the styles of Orissa, central India, Rajasthan, and Gujarat. The North Indian style also extended for some time into the Karnataka (formerly Karnata) territory, situated in the southern Deccan.

South Indian Style
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The home of the South Indian style appears to be the modern state of Tamil Nadu; examples, however, are found all over southern India, particularly in adjoining regions of Karnataka and Andhradesa, now largely covered by the states Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. A typical South Indian temple consists of a hall and a square sanctum that has a superstructure of the kutina type. Pyramidal in form, the kutina spire consists of stepped stories, each of which simulates the main story and is conceived as having its own “wall” enclosed by a parapet. The parapet itself is composed of miniature shrines strung together: square ones (called kutas) at the corners and rectangular ones with barrel-vault roofs (called salas) in the centre, the space between them connected by miniature wall elements called harantaras. On top of the stepped structure is a necking that supports a solid dome, or cupola, which in turn is crowned by a pot and finial.

Islamic architecture: Period of the Delhi and provincial sultanates
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Although the province of Sind was captured by the Arabs as early as 712, the earliest examples of Islamic architecture to survive in the subcontinent date from the closing years of the 12th century; they are located at Delhi, the main seat of Muslim power throughout the centuries.  The Quwat-ul-Islam mosque (completed 1196), consisting of cloisters around a courtyard with the sanctuary to the west, was built from the remains of demolished temples. In 1198 an arched facade (maqsurah) was built in front to give the building an Islamic aspect, but its rich floral decoration and corbelled (supported by brackets projecting from the wall) arches are Indian in character. The Qutb Minar, a tall (288 feet high), fluted tower provided with 

                                           balconies, stood outside this mosque.

Islamic architecture:  Mughal style
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The advent of the Mughal dynasty marks a striking revival of Islamic architecture in northern India: Persian, Indian, and the various provincial styles were successfully fused to produce works of unusual refinement and quality; most buildings constructed in this style are strongly influenced by geometry in design and are usually 

symmetrical.  The great fort at Agra and the city of Fatehpur Sikri represent the building activities of the emperor Akbar.  The reign of Shah Jahan (1628–58) is as remarkable for its architectural achievements as was that of Akbar. He built the great Red Fort at Delhi, with its dazzling hall of public audience, the flat roof of which rests on rows of columns and pointed, or cusped, arches. It is the Taj Mahal (c. 1632–c. 1649), built as a tomb for Queen Mumtaz Mahal, that is the greatest masterpiece of his reign.

European traditions and the modern period

Buildings imitating contemporary styles of European architecture, often mixed with a strong provincial flavor, were known in India from at least the 16th century.  The 18th and 19th centuries witnessed the erection of several buildings deeply indebted to Neoclassic styles; these buildings were imitated by Indian patrons, particularly in areas under European rule or influence. Subsequently, attempts were made by the British, with varying degrees of success, to engraft the neo-Gothic and also the neo-Saracenic styles into Indian architectural tradition. At the same time, buildings in the great Indian metropolises came under increasing European influence; the resulting hybrid styles gradually found their way into cities in the interior.

Modern Architecture in India

In addition to the influence of historic architecture, modern architecture has impacted India as well.  Though not as strong as in other parts of the world, modern design beginning infiltrating the Indian landscape in the early 1900’s.  At this time much of the architectural thinking in India was centered in the architectural firms located in Mumbai.  Examples of a new architecture include the Ahmedabad Town hall (1938), which despite classical overtones in the design has a simple form and exposed masonry that were new.  Architect Arthur Gordon Shoosmith’s designs for the St. Thomas’ Church (1929) and St. Stephen’s College, show a departure from other contemporary work with their simple facades.  Many art Deco buildings were built in India between 1930-1960.  (Lang, 2002)















Chandigarh

It was not until after Independence that many of the modernist ideas were absorbed into the architectural practices in India.  The city of Chandigarh is one such display of modern architecture.  After India achieved independence in 1947, the state of Punjab was split by the Radcliffe line, which made some of the territory part of India and the other part of Pakistan.  Once the boundary line was drawn, communities were split, creating much movement across the border.  Over 15 million people crossed the border, leaving behind their property and most of their wealth.  Huge refugee camps were set up on both sides of the border; areas where there were shortages of medicine, food, relief supplies, clothing, bedding, and housing.  

For much of this area of the country the 1950’s was spent trying to overcome the ravages of independence.  Reconstruction efforts for the state of Punjab became a matter of measuring India’s ability to survive and be successful in a post-independence world.  It was decided that they would build a new capital for this region, which would showcase the new India; a confident nation, though based in ancient traditions.  It was decided that the new capital city would be Chandigarh, a city surrounded by the natural boundaries of hills, two rivers, a stream bed meandering across its length, and a mango grove.  It was to be a city that would be an aesthetic and social utopia, “the world’s most charming capital,” and was to be a model in city planning for the nation and the world.  

Le Corbusier was appointed as Architectural Advisor to the Punjab Government and he visited the project twice yearly for one month.  The resident architects of the project were:  Pierre Jeanneret, Edwin Fry, and Jane Drew.  The city’s Master Plan was designed by the Le Corbusier, and was based on his theory of the 7V’s, which are Chandigarh’s roads.  The V’s separated the city into Sectors, which are the neighborhood units, while each Sector was then subdivided into “villages” of about 150 houses each.  The new capital was to be designed to accommodate an initial population of 150,000 in the First Phase, and ultimately 500,000.  Construction began in 1951 and was mostly finished by1966.  

Design in the city was regulated by extensive visual controls: including restrictions on materials, textures, fenestration, and boundary walls and gates.  Trees also play a crucial role in the urban design, with the ‘Periphery,’ a protected green belt, limiting the city’s built mass. The most compelling constraint influencing the architecture was the adherence to a stringent budget.  As a result, locally made brick was the chief building material and boulders and pebbled were used in random patterns to create a rich variety of surface textures.  There were standardized designs for door, windows, sanitary fittings, ironmongery and pre-cast roof battens were devised to save on time and labor.  

The disciplines of cost, material, technology and climate created a common repertoire of box-like structures, walls of brick and stone, with small windows; which serve as the beginning of a style which became the hallmark of Chandigarh.  (Joshi, 1999)

The Architectural Future

Looking towards the future there is a continual debate about where Indian Architecture is headed.  The search for fresh directions is led by a new generation of architectural philosophers, educators, and practitioners.  Architecture in India at the end of the twentieth century was a mix of Modernist principles, Post Modernism, some Deconstructionism and Neo-Traditional underpinnings with community involvement influencing architecture.  One of the questions posed to contemporary architects is how will architecture display this new era shaped by information technology? Going forward it is likely that several main themes will persist in Indian Architectural design.    It is believed that Modernist and Post-Modernist buildings will continue to be built.  Also it is believed that a community architecture will persist if architects are to be engaged in addressing the full range of problems facing contemporary India.  (Lang, 2002)
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The Structure of the National Government

Structure of Indian Government


The country of India has twenty nine states and six union territories and is organized as a constitutional democracy, with a bicameral parliament. The lower house of parliament, Lok Sabha, is the House of the People with 545 members each serving five year terms. Of the 545 seats, 125 are reserved for allotment to the Untouchables or Dalits, formally referred to as Scheduled Castes. The upper house, Rajya Sabha, is the Council of States, with 245 members serving six year terms in office with one third of the seats coming up for election every two years. All but twelve of these seats are elected by state assemblies, the twelve who are not elected are appointed by the President. Composition of seats in the Rajya Sabha adheres to allocations based on regional quotas.


The Indian constitution was ratified on January 26, 1950, no more than two years after Mahatma Gandhi’s assassination. It sets out federal, state, and shared powers for the country. Indeed much controversy arises from a particular provision in the constitution that allows the federal government to intervene at the state level when under the ‘President’s Rule’ an event or situation is declared as being unmanageable. This legislation was used in the early 1990s to address restoration of law and order in Punjab, Kashmir, and Assam and to manage political stalemates in Goa, Haryanam Meghalaya, Pondicherry, and Tamil Nadu.


In India government leadership includes both a President and a Prime Minister. The Prime Minister plays a dominant role and has perhaps the broadest influence on each administration. The governing Prime Minister at this time is Manamohan Singh and the current President is Abdul Kalam. The President’s role is predominantly ceremonial as any decision making is heavily influenced by the President’s council of minsters who are selected by the Prime Minister. The President’s position is elected by both parliamentary houses and all state legislatures. 


At the state level each constituency has a Governor, who has been appointed by the President, and a Chief Minister (Mahatma Gandhi’s father served in this role in Porbandar) who serves in a capacity similar to the Prime Minister, with respect to duties and responsibilities at the state level. India even has government at the village level where a history of adherence to the panchayat system of village councils where local volunteers are elected to represent the interests of their community. From time to time local districts have become vocal about a need for self direction and have lobbied for autonomy within the country. Several areas have been successful in the quest to be named as independent states, they were established in November of 2000 as Chhatisgarh, Uttaranchal, and Jharkhand. This development may have set the precedent for more similar claims to secession in the future, such as that currently being debated at the tribal level in Orissa.





*
*
*
*
*


As a footnote to this section it is interesting to be aware that in addition to its own national government, India is also home to the Tibetan Government in Exile. The offices of this government are located Northern India, near Dharamsala. His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama, Tenzin Gyatso, leader of Tibet also resides here.

For additional information on the Indian Government see:

http://www.indianembassy.org/dydemo/political.htm


Geography of India

Physical Geography: At 1.26 million square miles, India occupies most of the “Indian Subcontinent” of Southern Asia and is about 1/3 the size of the US (including Alaska).  The term “Indian Subcontinent” refers to the fact that until about 50 million years ago, the slab of land that was India was separate from the continent of Asia.  Beginning about that time, the Indian plate, which had been drifting toward the Asian plate, slowly slammed into it, throwing up the mighty Himalaya Mountains (the world’s tallest) at the point of contact – and they’re still growing at about 2.4 inches per year.  For reference, the highest mountains in the lower 48 states are scattered throughout Colorado, California and Washington and don’t exceed 14,500 feet (and are not growing).  India’s highest mountain, and the world’s third tallest, Kanchenjunga, reaches 28,208 feet. 

India can be divided into several distinct geographic regions: the Himalayan region in the north, the Gangetic Plain immediately south of the Himalayas that drains the mountains, and the Decan Plateau region in the south and central part. To the east and west of the Decan lie the Eastern Ghat and Western Ghat, respectively. The Ghats are (smaller) mountain ranges on the east and west coasts of the subcontinent.

[image: image1.png]



Language & Culture: Far from being geotrivia, the Himalayas govern India’s weather, give rise to its rivers (and one of the earliest examples of agriculture, on the Indus in modern-day Pakistan) and form a formidable barrier to separate its many peoples from those of China and East Asia, linguistically, culturally and ethnically (as well as dozens of distinct mountain peoples from each other).  Hindi is India’s national language, yet only 30% of the population speaks it.  Thus, English is the lingua franca for national politics and commerce.  There are 14 other official languages that vary state by state.  These and most of the dozens of less widespread tongues are categorized by linguists on the basis of word roots and grammatical structure into the “Indo-European” family that also includes all of the European languages (except Basque), as well as Persian, Turkish, Arabic and dozens of other languages native to regions of the globe generally to Northwest or West of India.  Using the gradual evolution of languages apart from one another as a marker of the migration of peoples, there is substantial support for the notion that the peoples of Europe, West Asia and North Africa originally migrated from portions of the Indian subcontinent.  It would be incorrect, however, to assume that any such migration was simple or uni-directional.  If anything, India has been and continues to be a land of migration and mingling of peoples and displays a startling diversity of cultures and ethnicities today, many of which are a fascinating, layered incarnations of multiple predecessor cultures and influences from neighboring ones.

Population: As the “world’s largest democracy”, India’s population of 1.07 billion people is growing at 1.4% per year (USA: 0.293 billion people, 0.9%).  This growth is the equivalent of a new Los Angeles basin (15 million) every year and is putting an extraordinary strain not only on the environment but the absorption of all these people into India’s economy – effectively setting he bar for minimum economic growth rather high, just to stand still on a per-capita basis.

Racially, India’s people can be categorized (very broadly) into Indo-Aryan ethnic groups (72%), Dravidian peoples (25%) and Mongoloid and other groups (3%).  India is often thought of in the West as a Hindu nation, and 81% of the population does follow that faith.  However, 12% of the population or about 130 million people are Muslim, making India the second or third most populous Muslim nation on earth (behind Indonesia and perhaps Pakistan).  The remaining population is comprised of Christians (2.3%), Sikhs (1.9%), and others including Buddhists, Jains, and Parsis, (2.5%).  

Delhi is tied for the most populous metropolitan area with Bombay at 17 million people (equivalent to adding the Chicago–Gary-Kenosha belt to the entire San Francisco Bay Area).  Hyderabad is the 7th largest city with 3.6 million people (about the size of Seattle-Tacoma or Miami-Ft. Lauderdale metro areas).

Resources: India is blessed with prodigious reserves of coal as well as iron ore, manganese, mica, bauxite (source of Aluminum), titanium ore, chromite, natural gas, diamonds, some petroleum and limestone.  However, India’s management of its resources and development is a total disaster.  Surface and agricultural resources are displaying the strain of its enormous population – appalling loss of topsoil, deforestation, desertification, overgrazing, and loss of wildlife habitat (which is being whittled down to almost nothing).  Industrial pollution, raw sewage, and pesticide poisoning is widespread and has made tap water undrinkable throughout the country.

Climate: As for climate, India is tropical, but contains eight different climatic zones (apologies for the map that uses a different system that displays only six).  There is one unifying trait among of nearly all of India’s climatic zones – the monsoon.  The monsoon is a protracted rainy season that dumps the moisture of the Indian Ocean on the subcontinent and against the Himalayas and without which a billion people would starve.  90% of the annual rainfall of many regions falls during the monsoon and flooding remains a deadly threat for millions of Indians (and especially downstream Bangladeshis) to the present day.  The monsoon is triggered by the heat of summer – as the air over the land is heated and rises, it creates a vacuum effect that sucks in the wetter, colder marine layer which is the source of the rains (something similar happens in San Francisco to ruin that city’s summer with fog).  The heaviest rains of the monsoon are between June and September for the west coast and between mid-October and December for the East coast. The “winter” or “Dry” months run roughly from November to March.  Snow does fall in the Northern hills (and of course, the Himalayas).  Finally, the “summer” or “Hot” season, running approximately from April to June, is hot in most of India and nearly unbearable in the desert portions like Rajasthan.
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Political Geography: Politically, the boundaries of a “correct” Indian state would be difficult to define.  First because one would first have to determine what is “Indian”, then one would have to recognize that while there are concentrations of ethnic groups, there is not definite border between them, either historically or in fact.  I’ll leave the history of India’s current boundaries for another section.  Internally, India follows a British-style parliamentary democracy and administers itself in the form of 28 states and 7 centrally administered union territories.  Hyderabad is capital of Andhra Pradesh state and Delhi is contained in the Capitol Territory.

India and Pakistan have fought three “hot” wars and have recorded hundreds of lower-level military confrontations over Kashmir, a majority Muslim province that both countries claim, with each country effectively controlling a portion of the whole, divided approximately along a 1949 cease-fire line called the “Line of Control”.  (Note: The climatic map above assigns all of Kashmir to India – in reality India controls roughly the Southeastern half of the region marked as “Jammu & Kashmir and Pakistan has the Northwestern portion).  Pakistan also ceded a portion of its zone to China in 1963, an action India considers illegal and still refuses to recognize.

India and China continue to argue over this piece of Kashmir that is under Chinese control.   In 1962 China invaded Eastern India and overran Arunchal Pradesh province. While withdrawing from most of it, China retains claim to a portion of it that it obliquely offers to relinquish to India in return for Indian concessions in Kashmir.  While these two border disputes remain unresolved, in the last couple of years, relations have taken a more conciliatory tack, with each country recognizing the other’s annexations of previously independent Himalayan Kingdoms.  China invaded and easily conquered Tibet in 1950 and has since imported millions of ethnic “Han” Chinese to Tibet, suppressed the use of the Tibetan language, destroyed most of the Buddhist monasteries, chased out the Dalai Lama and imprisoned or executed anyone with a mind to speak out in an multi-decade effort to eradicate any distinct Tibetan culture.  In 1975 India annexed the tiny Himalayan kingdom of Sikkim (between Nepal and Bhutan) which had been granted autonomy when the British left, probably in a preemptive move to counter growing Chinese influence in the Himalayas.  India has not engaged in measures of cultural obliteration however, and Sikkim retains a distinct cultural identity today.  As fruit of recent negotiations, China has set up a trading post on the Sikkim border, effectively recognizing India’s sovereignty in return for Indian promises not to abet Tibetan nationalists and recognize China as sovereign.  Other long-running international conflicts deal with water issues and India’s downstream neighbors, Pakistan and Bangladesh.

Bollywood’s Formula

ARTICLE: This article does a fantastic job of conveying the important of Bollywood to Indian culture (both domestic and abroad).

The New York Times

November 14, 2004 Sunday

Bollywood Confidential

By Suketu Mehta.

Why do I love Bollywood movies? To an Indian, that's like asking why we love our mothers; we don't have a choice. We were born of them. Though Hindu gods are the obsession, even Muslims genuflect before the screen when they see their heroes walk on. It is significant that, except for Satyajit Ray, there isn't much of an internationally known Indian art cinema; the shadow of Bollywood is too long. Bollywood, and its cousins in the South Indian film industry, have beaten Hollywood at its own game: matching success at the box office with equal success in the battle for the hearts and minds of the audience -- conquering their very dream lives. Kitschy, illogical, often defying common sense, these movies have made me who I am. They shape the way I conduct my love affairs or think about religion or treat my elders.

But it's not just Indians who think this way. The Indian film industry has penetrated into vast, and unlikely, areas of the globe; a hit Hindi movie will be dubbed or subtitled in a dozen foreign languages -- French, Mandarin, Malay.

In New York, whenever I get a haircut, I'm confident of getting a discount if the hairdresser is from the former Soviet Union. Indian movies became popular there beginning in the 1950's. The Soviets gave us arms; we gave them our kitsch movies in return. Israelis watch them. Palestinians watch them. Indians and Pakistanis watch them. Dominicans and Haitians watch them. Iraqis watch them.  Iranians watch them. In a building full of immigrants in Queens, an Uzbek man once cornered me in a dark stairwell. I'd been mugged before, and I thought, Oh, no. As he towered over me, he started singing, ''Ichak dana bichak dana, . . . " a Bollywood standard from the 50's.

All these people watch Bollywood movies because the stories they tell are pre-cynical. Bollywood believes in motherhood, patriotism and true love.

The standard Western complaint about Bollywood movies is that they're melodramatic, but for those who love them, melodrama in the defense of entertainment is no vice. 

Every Bollywood film is a musical, with between 5 and 14 songs. No blockbuster special effects, no interplanetary spaceships, no lone American singlehandedly taking on armies of brown people -- just singing, and respect shown to mothers.

My personal history of Bollywood is entwined with my personal history of Bombay (which I refuse to call Mumbai), where I grew up in the 70's. 

Going to the movies was a family enterprise in Bombay. The women in my parents' household would pack samosas so we wouldn't have to buy them at the concession stand. This small economy would compensate for the expense of paying scalpers outside the cinemas, often the only way of getting tickets for a hit movie. During the slower songs, as much as a quarter of the audience might get up for refreshments. We were allowed to talk back to the screen, to clap and whistle and jeer, to throw coins in praise when we were particularly pleased.

In a Hindi movie, emotion is communicated through song, because song is more potent than dialogue. When there's overwhelming emotion -- love, hatred, heartbreak -- spoken words don't suffice. They have to be sung, and the singer has to be transported, on the wings of her song, to the Alpine meadows of Switzerland if she's falling in love (the Swiss Alps are a substitute for troubled Kashmir, the Indian honeymoon paradise) or to a temple in a thunderstorm if her mother is about to die.

We Indians carry these songs around with us. They form our vocabulary of love and grief, from country to country. My aunt's family emigrated to Uganda from India a century ago; she now lives in England and has never been to India, but she listens mostly to Hindi movie songs. When I visited her house in Leicester once, I noticed that none of the children under 5 in her extended family spoke English. They spoke Gujarati and film Hindi; in their house, the TV was on almost all the time, with Hindi movies playing back to back on the VCR.  The children, two or three generations removed from India, were living in this simulated Indiaworld.

At Indian-American weddings, the women of the family choreograph and perform Bollywood song numbers. Many of the Hindu rituals have merged with scenes drawn from such wedding movies as ''Hum Aapke Hain Koun'' (''What Am I to You''), essentially an extended wedding video with 14 song sequences. When we want to educate our kids in Indian culture, we take them to the temple -- or to the nearest suburban multiplex showing Bollywood movies. This has spawned a wave of Indian-American hopefuls who return to Bombay every year -- or go for the first time, since many of them were born in America -- to try to become stars. But very few succeed; the local producers take their money and laugh at their American accents and their naivete; in desperation, their doctor or software-magnate fathers finance their children's movies, hoping to launch them in Bollywood.

It was not until graduate school that I became cynical about Bollywood movies. I too began to think that the plots were weak, melodramatic.

It was only when I moved with my family to Bombay in 1998 that I began to get a sense of why Bollywood was important -- to the country and to me. There was a surge of national pride as our movies regularly made the list of top 10 box-office hits in the United Kingdom and started appearing in Blockbusters across the United States. It became acceptable -- in some parts, even hip -- to be Indian, which was not the case when I came to America in 1977. And I found that the Bollywood movies were, in the Indian context, progressive. They eliminated barriers between Hindus and Muslims and Christians (''Amar Akbar Anthony''); rich boys fell in love with poor girls (''Bobby''); untouchables were brought into patriotic service (''Lagaan,'' perhaps the first real crossover hit in the West).

The medium fostered new ways of looking at the caste system. And since Hindus and Muslims have always worked together in the determinedly secular Bombay film industry, new if not entirely accurate ways of looking at others, too. Growing up in Bombay with the movies, I had come to understand Muslims as lovable, Christian girls as flirtatious, Sikhs as loyally martial, Parsis as endearingly cracked. The movies trafficked in broad stereotypes, but they were, for the most part, good-natured stereotypes.

BLOG:  The following are posts from the blog www.MarginalRevolution.com.  The author of the posts is Tyler Cowan, and economist at George Mason University who has published dozens of books, reviews and articles.  His most recent book, the 2002 Creative Destruction, explores the economics of multiculturalism.    

How is Bollywood financed?


Most Bollywood productions do not get bank loans; they are funded privately. The banks do not understand or trust Bollywood. The funds required for a production are huge, and a family in the industry may be working on several projects at once. The time between investment and return can be years if the film doesn't do well. Who would have that amount of cash lying around? Only the underworld. The gangs are very happy to see black money turn into Technicolor dreams. A hit film can bring in a fourfold return on investment within the first four weeks of its release. So for the underworld, investing in films is one of the quickest ways to get a return on illegal investment. Without underworld financing, the Hindi film industry would collapse overnight. It would have to rely on financing from banks and shareholders, who do not share the cinematic taste of the dons. Their dreams would be nowhere near as extravagant, as violent, as passionate.

Is Hollywood encroaching on Bollywood?


I've seen statistics that domestically produced films capture up to 95 percent of the Indian home market.  While I've always doubted the veracity of the numbers, there is no doubt that most Indians prefer Indian movies.  But might this change in the foreseeable future?

I see two reasons to be (relatively) pessimistic about Bollywood.  First, theaters in the wealthier suburbs show a higher percentage of Hollywood movies.  A look at the Delhi movie pages showed an English language presence of about one-third, although one of these movies (the fun Bride and Prejudice) was Indian in its cast and partly in style.  Removing that movie would bring the total Hollywood presence down to about a quarter.

If India continues to develop, the Hollywood style might find greater favor with the new middle class.  It is in the rural areas where Indian films capture the entire market, and of course development brings urbanization.

Second, movie traditions based upon music usually protect their home markets well against foreign competition.  Musicals don't travel well abroad, and the production of music has long been more decentralized than the production of film.  But for how long will Indian film remain a dominant means of marketing Indian music?  Won't radio, cassette players, CDs, MP3s, and other innovations capture an increasing share of the music market in India?  (Recall that in the U.S. movies often generated hit songs forty years ago, today they hardly ever do.)  And if music becomes less central to Indian movies, will those movies then prove more vulnerable to Hollywood or perhaps other external suppliers?

If Hollywood becomes more important within India, will cultural diversity go up or down?  Many Indians will have more choice but a national tradition would become weaker.  And Bollywood is not the entirety of Indian cinema.  Bollywood often outcompetes the more regional Indian issues, such as are filmed in Tamil.  If you were a small-scale regional Indian moviemaker, would you rather compete with Hollywood or Bollywood?  

Learning to Love Bollywood



The Indian entertainment industry at the beginning of the twenty-first century is worth $3.5 billion, a minor part of the global $300-billion entertainment industry. But it is the world's biggest movie industry when it comes to production and viewership. The 1,000 feature films and 40,000 hours of TV programming and 5,000 music titles that the country produces are exported to seventy countries. Every day, 14 million Indians see a movie in one of 13,000 theaters; worldwide, a billion more people a year buy tickets to Indian movies than to Hollywood ones. Television is galloping in; the country has 60 million homes with TV, of which 28 million are cabled, bringing to city and hamlet alike a choice of around a hundred channels...Hollywood films make up barely 5 percent of the country's market.

Don't be put off by the three hour length. Watch them in bits and parts. Cut to the songs. The use of color, cinematography, and orchestration of scenes will blow your mind. Allow yourself to be mesmerized. Compare them to your dreams at night, not to other movies you know, and pretend it is the only air-conditioned place in town.

Top 10 must-see Bollywood marvels (from Salon.com)

These 10 films will get you up to speed on the amazing all-singing, all-dancing spectacles from the world's No. 1 moviemaking nation.

By Lisa Tsering

Jan. 28, 2003.  Search these out on DVD online at Netflix or IndoFilms.com. If you have an Indian store in your area, be sure to ask for the "original" (that is, nonpirated) version and insist on subtitles. For a list of Indian stores and theaters across the U.S., check the yellow pages listings at Sulekha.com.

1. "Kuch Kuch Hota Hai" ("Something Happens!"), 1998 Shah Rukh Khan, Kajol and Rani Mukherjee in a love triangle with genuine heart. The theme song is so catchy that it's become Malaysia's unofficial national anthem. Go figure. 

2. "Zubeidaa," 2001 Based on the true story of an extraordinary young Muslim woman who defied tradition to marry a Hindu prince in the 1930s, this film earned honors for its star Karisma Kapoor and supporting actress Rekha. Gorgeous period music and costumes.

3. "Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham" ("Sometimes Happy, Sometimes Sad"), 2001 Unflinching melodrama and lavish dance numbers from one of the most powerful star casts in recent memory: Amitabh Bachchan, Hrithik Roshan, Shah Rukh Khan, Kajol and Kareena Kapoor. A few truly awful moments, but some glorious dancing makes up for them. Ask for it by its nickname, "K3G." 

4. "Dil Se" ("From the Heart"), 1998 Manisha Koirala is a suicide bomber and Shah Rukh Khan is an intrigued journalist. It's not as outlandish as it sounds, though; stirring music and dance sequences are perfectly captured by master cinematographer Santosh Sivan (director of "The Terrorist"). Directed by Mani Ratnam. 

5. "Asoka," 2001 After "The Terrorist," a critic's darling and festival favorite, Santosh Sivan decided to try his hand at Bollywood fare. This film, based on the life of India's first Buddhist king, makes a powerful statement on nonviolence. Oh, and Kareena Kapoor looks great in a wet sari, too. 

6. "Devdas," 2002 Shah Rukh Khan chews up some lavish scenery as the doomed, alcoholic lover Devdas, whose family forbids his love affair with Paro (a luminous Aishwarya Rai). 

7. "Mughal-e-Azam," 1960 This tale of a Moghul prince and his love affair with the beautiful slave girl Anarkali is expressed beautifully with poetic Urdu dialogue and enhanced by Naushad Ali's classically inspired songs. A tragic gem. 

8. "Kaho Na Pyar Hai" ("Tell Me You Love Me"), 2001 The mass hysteria that surrounded the debut of muscular actor Hrithik Roshan was a pop-culture phenomenon. When you see him dance to "Ek pal ka jeena," you'll understand why. 

9. "Awara" ("The Tramp"), 1951 Raj Kapoor's touching portrayal of a Chaplinesque figure who turns against his family is set to memorable, bittersweet songs that remain classics today. 

10. "Lagaan" ("Land Tax"), 2001 Aamir Khan is a proud villager who stands up against the British in this Academy Award-nominated film. This one's also at Blockbuster.

Delhi:  It’s History, Cuisine, and Highlights

There are several amazing places to see, visit and explore in Delhi.  Delhi is an international metropolis with excellent tourist spots, recreational facilities, amazing cuisine and a history that goes back to antiquity.

Attractions/Highlights

National Museum

The national museum is located in Janpath, New Delhi; it is Delhi’s largest museum. The National Museum has an amazing collection of Indian art and sculptures, which dates back from the prehistoric times.

India Gate

A memorial inscribed with the names of the valiant Indian soldiers who laid down their lives in World War I. The green, velvety lawns at India Gate, particularly, are a popular evening and holiday rendezvous for young and old alike. A must visit place in New Delhi.
Red Fort 
The red sandstone walls of the massive Red Fort (Lal Qila) rise 108ft above the city of Delhi.  It serves as a reminder of the magnificent power and pomp of the Moghul emperors. The fort's main gate, the Lahore Gate, is one of the emotional and symbolic focal points of the modern Indian nation and attracts a major crowd each Independence Day.

Appu Ghar 

Appu Ghar is India's first amusement park and is a must visit for children and adults of all ages.   Appu Ghar has many exciting rides for all to enjoy, like Roller Coasters, the Big Splash, Dodgem Cars, the Eerie Tunnel, Giant Wheel, Columbus Jhoola - a ship high up in the sky, the Speeding Cup, a Cable Car, a Saucer that works on centrifugal force and lots more. 

Humayun's Tomb

Built in the mid-16th century by the senior wife of the second Mughal emperor, this is the first important example of Mughal architecture in India. It's also one of the most beautiful buildings in the city and should not be missed. The elements of its design are echoed in the later Taj Mahal.  It comprises a squat building with high arched entrances topped by a bulbous dome and surrounded by formal gardens. The gardens also contain the red-and-white sandstone and black-and-yellow marble tomb of Humayun's wife and the tomb of Humayun's barber.

Fun & Food Village

Fun "n" Food Village was launched in 1993 and was inaugurated by former President of India Giani Zail Singh. The Village is an attempt to promote Indian culture and traditional arts and crafts.  It creates an amazing synthesis of Indian legacy with a touch of modern entertainment. It offers 20 amusement rides catering to adults and children of all ages.   

The main attractions of the Village are its exclusively well maintained green lawns, an open-air Theatre, and its “Lazy River”.  The lazy river is the longest water slide in the country, a water channel, which is 400 feet in length. 


History

Delhi is rich in history and culture.  Over time the city has grown both naturally and through annexation of surrounding developments.  The rich history of Delhi can be traced back to 1450 B.C. when the Pandavas founded Indraprastha.  Over the years many other rulers and cities included in what is now known as Delhi.  The Mughal emperor Shah Jahan built his fort, the Lal Qila and the city Shahjahanabad, in 1648 AD.  Many of the cities original 14 gates still exist.  Today, Shahjahanabad survives as the old Delhi.  

There are different beliefs as to how Delhi derived its name.  “It may have come from Raja Dillu’s Dilli, 100BC, which was sited just east of Lalkot, or from Dhiba founded by the Tomar Rajputs in 736AD.  Some say it came from the medieval town of Dhillika located near present date Mehrauli.”

Delhi came under British rule in 1857.  The area south of Shahjahanabad, was chosen as the site for the imperial capital, and was built on a regal scale by January 1931.  Delhi was made a Union Territory on November 1, 1956.  Delhi received a Legislative Assembly when the National Capital Territory Act was enacted in 1991.  

The lines of distinction between Old and New Delhi have begun to blur.  People now distinguish more between what is considered north, south, east and west Delhi.  The facilities and opportunities available in Delhi have attracted Indians from all corners of the country.  There are however, dramatic differences in localities, standards of living and adherence to traditions.  South Delhi is considered the trend-setter in fashion and living.  

Today, Delhi, besides being the seat of Central Government, has an economy supported by agriculture, tourism commerce and a growing industry.    

Cuisine

Delhi offers a wide variety of both Indian and International cuisines.  Mughlai and Frontier are widely recognized Indian cuisines.  The best of Mughlai can be enjoyed at Kariam.  Both Mughlai and Frontier can be found in various hotel restaurants throughout the region.    

There are also the many roadside eateries around Jama Masjid and Nizamuddin where kabas, rotis and biryani are prevalent.   Tandoori dishes can also be found at the roadside eateries.  Tandoori chicken and tandoori roti are both very tasty when prepared fresh out of the tandoor.  

Dilli Haat offers a variety of food stalls.  Here you can try the cuisines of different states at reasonable costs.  Dilli Haat is also a great place to enjoy the craft bazaar which will make for a good walk after a great meal. 

Hyderabad:  It’s History, Cuisine, and Highlights

Introduction


Hyderabad-Secunderabad is the twin city capital of Andhra Pradesh-the state currently promoting itself as “no 1 state”due to its participation in the technology boom. Andhra Pradesh is home to 75 million people while Hyderabad-Secunderabad, otherwise known as the City of Pearls, is home to 5.5 million people. Almost 50% of the city’s population is Muslim. In addition a third city is emerging-“Hitec City”. Some even refer to it as Cyberabad. Hyderabad has long been known for its wealth, artisans and intelligentsia but now the cyber kings and dotcom gurus are moving in. Hitec (Hyderabad Information Technology Engineering Consulting) City, a software development on the outskirts of Hyderabad has even played host to Bill Gates and Bill Clinton. There’s no doubt the city deserves to celebrate its technological achievements but contradictions abound. 55% of the state’s population remains illiterate and millions lose crops every year due to insufficient power and irrigation. Much of the state remains poor and undeveloped. 

History

Hyderabad owes its history to a water shortage. Towards the end of the 16th century, the banks of the Musi River proved to be a preferable location for Mohammed Quli, of the Qutb Shahi Dynasty. The royal family abandoned Golconda Fort and established the new city of Hyderabad there. In 1687 it was overrun by the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb. Subsequent rulers of Hyderabad were viceroys, installed by the Mughal Administration in Delhi.

In 1724 the Hyderabad viceroy, Asaf Jah, took advantage of waning Mughal power, declaring Hyderabad an independent state with himself as ruler. The dynasty of the nizams of Hyderabad began, and the traditions of Islam flourished. Hyderabad became a focus for arts, culture, and learning and the center of Muslim India. Its abundance of rare gems and minerals furnished the nizams with enormous wealth. 

In the early 19th century the British established a military barracks at Secunderabad, named after the nizam at the time, Sikander Jah. When independence came in 1947, the then nizam of Hyderabad, Osman Ali Khan, considered amalgamation with Pakistan, but tensions between Muslims and Nindus increased. Military intervention saw Hyderabad join the Indian union.

Charminar/Laad Bazaar

Hyderabad’s principal landmark, The Charminar, was built by Mohammed Quli Qutb Shah in 1591 to commemorate the end of a devastating epidemic. Standing 56m high and 30m wide this four columned structure creates four arches facing the cardinal points. There’s a minaret atop each column. The small mosque on the 2nd floor is the oldest in Hyderabad. It has spiral staircases that lead up to the columns to views of the city. 

West from Charminar, the famous Ladd Bazaar has everything from the finest perfumes, fabrics and jewels to the most banal kitchen implements. You can see artists creating their works of fine bidri (inlaid silverware) large pots and musical instruments. The lanes around the Charminar form the center of India’s Pearl trade. 

Mecca Masjid

Adjacent to the Charminar is the Mecca Masjid, one of the world’s largest mosques with space for up to 10,000 worshipers. Construction began in 1614, during Mohammed Qutb Shah’s reign but the mosque wasn’t finished until 1687, by which time the Mughal emperor Aurangzeb had annexed the Golconda kingdom. The minarets were originally intended to be much higher but, as he did with the Bibi-qa-Maqbara in Auranganbad, Aurangzeb sacrificed aesthetics for economics. 

Several bricks embedded above the gate are made with soil from Mecca-hence the name. The colonnades and door arches, with their inscriptions from the Quran, are made from single slabs of granite. These massive stone blocks were quarried 11km away and dragged here by a team of 1400 bullocks.  To the left of the mosque, an enclosure contains the tombs of Nizam Ali Khan and his successors. Non-Muslims cannot enter the Mecca Masjid.

Golconda Fort

This 16th century fortress is a must-see. Like many forts in India, Golconda exudes a palpable sense of history. Although the bulk of the fort dates from the time of the Qutb Shah Kings, its origins have been traced to earlier Hindu periods when the Yadavas and Kakatiyas ruled this region.

For nearly 80 years Golconda was the capital of the independent state of Telangana, but in 1590 Sultan Quli Qutb Shah abandoned the fort and moved to the new city of Hyderabad. In the 17th century Mughal armies from Delhi were sent to the Golconda kingdom to enforce payment of tribute. Abul Hasan, last of the Qutb Shahi kings, held out at Golconda for eight months against the massive army of Emperor Aurangzeb. 

Standing on top of the fort it’s easy to see how the Mughal army was nearly defeated. The citadel is built on a granite hill 120m high and surrounded by crenellated ramparts constructed from large masonry blocks. The massive gates are studded with large iron spikes to obstruct war elephants. Outside the citadel stands another crenellated rampart, with a perimeter of 11km. Outside this is a third wall.

Survival within the fort was attributable not only to the walls, but also to water and sound. A series of concealed glazed earthen pipes ensured a reliable water supply. The acoustics guaranteed that even the smallest sound from the Grand Portico would echo across the fort complex, making anonymity impossible. 

Cuisine

Andhra Pradesh’s cuisine has two major influences. The northern Mughals brought the tasty biryanis of spiced meats, vegetables and rice, haleen (pounded, spiced wheat with mutton) and kebabs. The Andhra style combines vegetables with spices, particularly chilli and mustard. Andhra pickle, (chilli, lime peel and mango) is a hot favorite.

Shopping

The bazaars near the Charminar are the most exciting places to shop. Here you’ll find exquisite pearls, silks, and fabrics. Look out for Hyderabad Zarda Works, a family run perfumery. It’s been in business for four generations and can whip something up for you on the spot. 

Kalanjali is a good place to start before jumping into the bazaar. It has a huge range of arts, crafts, fabrics and clothing. The prices are higher but you’ll get a feel for what things are worth in a relaxed environment.

Useful Hindi Words/Expressions

I.  Key Terms

· Baksheesh
A term for tipping that will likely hear a lot.  The locals say this after any quick job, errand, etc.

· Bisleri
Most popular brand of mineral water, used generically for bottled water.  Good brands of bottled water to look for are Bailley, Oxy, and Lehar.  Always make sure the seal is not broken.

· Namaste
Hello/goodbye.  Use as “Ciao” is used in Italian.

· Haan / Nahin
Yes / No.  Add “ji” before or after for a more polite response (i.e. Ji-haan or Haan-ji)

· Mera naam…
My name is…

· Kaafi
Coffee

· Chai
Tea

· Hotel
Hotal

· Desi
Means of or from the country.  Can be affectionate or a mild put down, depending who is using it.

II.  Additional Translations

Source:  www.eholidaysindia.com (good general on-line resource for India travel)

	Please
	Meharbani

	Thank you
	Dhanyawad

	How are You?
	Aap kaise Hain?

	Where is the..
	Kahan Hai?

	How much is..(cost)
	Kitne Paise?

	How far is..
	Kitni Door Hain?

	Food
	Khana

	Water
	Pani

	Drinking Water
	Peene ka Pani

	Vegetarian Food
	Shakahari Khana

	Non-Vegetarian Food
	Masahari Khana

	This is expensive
	Bahut Mehnga Hai

	Medicine
	Dawai

	Plate
	Thali

	Welcome
	Swagat

	Room
	Kamra

	God
	Bhagwan

	Prayer
	Pooja/Aaarti

	Brother
	Bhai

	Sister
	Bahen

	Small
	Chhota

	Today 
	Aaj

	Day
	Din

	Night
	Raat

	Do you speak English?
	kya aap angrezi samajhte hain?

	Where is the Hotel? 
	hotel kahan hai

	Ice 
	Baraf

	Rice 
	Chaaval


III.  Cultural Insights on English Usage in India 

A Hindi-English jumble, spoken by 350 million (abridged)
By Scott Baldauf 

Once, Indians would ridicule the jumbled language of their expatriate cousins, the so-called ABCDs - or the American-Born Confused Desi. (Desi means countryman.) Now that jumble is hip, and turning up in the oddest places, from television ads to taxicabs, and even hit movies, such as "Bend it Like Beckham" or "Monsoon Wedding."

Pepsi, for instance, has given its global "Ask for more" campaign a local Hinglish flavor: "Yeh Dil Maange More" (the heart wants more). Not to be outdone, Coke has its own Hinglish slogan: "Life ho to aisi" (Life should be like this).

Domino's Pizza, which offers Indian curiosities such as the chicken tikka pizza, asks its customers "Hungry kya?" (Are you hungry?), and McDonald's current campaign spoofs the jumbled construction of Hinglish sentences with its campaign, "What your bahana is?" (Bahana means excuse, as in, "What's your excuse for eating McDonald's and not home-cooked food?")

Indians have always had a way with English words. Sexual harassment, for instance, is known as "Eve-teasing." Mourners don't give condolences, they "condole." And then there's "pre-pone," the logical but nonexistent opposite of "post-pone": "I'm busy for dinner. Can we pre-pone for lunch instead?"

For the vast majority of Indians who have never studied English, and indeed, who may be barely literate, Hinglish is a foreign language that allows them to connect with their immediate world.
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